
























Trust Fund from page 10 

- We consolidated human resource management and 
accounting functions. 

- We reduced 1,300 staff in our air traffic control 
operations ATO alone. 

- We contracted out the network of automated flight 
service stations for a projected savings of $2.2 billion. 

The Department of Transportation is 
pushing hard to be ready. 

• Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta and FAA 
Administrator Marion Blakey convened a forum on the 
Trust Fund in April 2005. 

• More than 150 leaders from government, the industry, 
and Wall Street gathered to discuss the issues and make 
recornrnenda tions. 

• While the proposals on how to solve the matter varied, 
the group agreed that the issue needs to be addressed. 

• We recognize that whatever system is put in place, it 
must be fair and there must be equitable treatment of all 
stakeholders. 

What happens if we maintain the status 
quo? 

We simply cannot afford to. There is a significant gap 
between costs and revenues, and aviation is too important 
to the American economy to allow it to decline. However, 
if we don' t act, there i;; an unattractive list of options: 
• Cutting services, such as air traffic control, certification, 

and inspection. 
• Retaining and maintaining the aging infrastructure, 

instead of buying new equipment when we need it. 

There are those who say there isn't a 
problem. 

• They say our revenues will increase as passengers make 
their way through the turnstiles more than ever before, 
or that the general fund can contribute more. 

• But unfortunately, the funding gap is very real and the 
FAA's recent revenue forecasts have been too optimistic. 

• Given the deficit and the other national and international 
demands competing for the general fund resources, we 
can't plan that a greater slice of that pie will solve our 
problems. 

• The Administration supports the use of the general fund 
for part of the system costs-and has so consistently over 
the last several years. However, this is not the solution to 
our long-term funding needs. 

What's the answer? 
• We don't know yet. However, we do know that the FAA 

needs a consistent, stable revenue stream that is not tied to 
the price of an airline ticket, but rather reflects our actual 
cost to provide service. 

• The FAA is not at this point endorsing new taxes or user 
fees, but we must address the gap that exists between our 
costs and our revenues. 

• We are looking for an equitable solution, and we are 
reaching out to all of our stakeholders for their input. 

Flight from page 7 

"Hrnnun," 1 mused to nobody in particular. "1 wonder if 
we could figure out how to run the engine." 

"It would not hurt to try," my friend said as he started to 
run through the "engine start" checklist. Then he said, "1 al­
ways wanted to see if 1 could start the engine on one of these 
things." The boys in the back seat sat up and paid close atten­
tion now. The kids did not know that 1 am a flight instructor 
and had flown with their father a couple of times. He was 
progressing very well with operating the aircraft. 

As the engine cranked, the boys in the back seat started to 
shout, "Daddy made the motor go on the airplane!" They 
got quiet as we taxied to the runway. 1 wish 1 had had a 
camera right then. Someone told me that there are sixty­
four muscles in the human face. Or maybe it was forty-six 
muscles. 1 always forget. Either way, when 1 looked at the 
boys in the back seat, every muscle in their faces was holding 
their mouth and eyes as wide open as they could pOSSibly go. 
II 1 had two tennis balls, 1 could have put one in each mouth 
with room left over. The girl was more apprehensive. She 
knew that driving around in someone's airplane without 
permission is wrong. 

When we got to the end of the runway, 1 turned in my seat 
and said, "Your daddy is driving the airplane!" 

All the boys could do was shout, "Yeaaaaaaaaaaah." 
In a loud voice, so the kids could hear, 1 asked the father if 

he thought he could make the airplane fly. "1 don't know," 
he said. "1 have always wanted to try." Then he turned and 
winked at the kids in the back seat. The boys still had their 
eyes and mouths wide open. Excited shouting broke forth 
as we left the earth and climbed skyward. By now the ten­
year-old daughter had figured out that 1 was a pilot, and that 
it really was OK for us to be flying in the airplane. The boys 
still thought their father borrowed some poor man's aircraft 
without asking. 

1 turned to the young passengers and said, "Your daddy 
is flying the airplane!" To say that they were excited would 
be an understatement. They knew their Daddy could do 
anything, but it had not occurred to them that he could also 
fly an airplane. 

"Daddy is flying the airplane!" they kept telling each other. 
The girl was much more reserved, but no less excited. "This 
is so cool," she kept saying. 

1 get a kick out of giving people their first ride in a small 
airplane. That particular flight was one of the best. 
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JET/AVGAS TANKS" CABINETS THAT FIT 
YOUR BUSINESS AND YOUR BUDGET! 

• 500 - 50,000 gallon capacities • Systems are shipped pre-wired 
• Cylindrical or rectangular designs and assembled 
• 30-600 GPM flow rates • In-house engineering department 
• Credit card systems • Technical service avai lable 
• Montioring systems • Site evaluations 

Call us today for more Information and a competitive price quotel 

800-992-8981 or (218)349-7342 
~ WESTMOR INDUSTRIES, LLC. 
WE!iTMDR Morris, MN 56267 ____ .... ,..r- E-mail: westmor@westmor.biz 
~ Web site: www.westmor.biz 

CANADIAN 
PROPELLER 

PROPELLERS & GOVERNORS • NOT 
Service • Overhaul • Sales 

e-- HARTZELL 
Hartzell Propeller B Approved Repair Station. ~ 

McCAULEY 
McCauley Propeller Factory 
Authorized Service Station. 

HAMILTON STANDARD • SENSENICH 

PITTMAN AVIATION· 
CONSULTING 

Consultant to the Industry 
Airports· Airspace· Education 
ATC/Pilot Rules· Management 

DARREL PITTMAN 

2805 Bernell Dr. 
Bismarck, ND 58503 

701-255-6311 
atcpn@bis.midco.net 

'Referrals are the foundation of my business.' 
~yowfor y01A¥ ~ 

Lw me.--~ ~ t:iO-a.irlM'! 

Mar~P~ 
Realto~ 

Cell 2 20-6311 or Office 223-6654 
mpltbnan@centtny2Imorrison.com 

Century 2 1 Morrison Realty 
201 W Front Avenue - Bismarck, ND 



contact Kal SkadberQ to find out details today. 800-778-05]8 
A'flAnOI'l 



Senator Byron Dorgan addresses a large crowd at the ribbon cutting ceremony of the Devils Lake Airline Terminal. He praised 
past airport manager Kenny Koehn for his many years of hard work and diligence, and referred to the terminal as a gateway 
to the rest of the world. Among the people listening behind the senator is Governor Hoeven, Mayor Fred Bott, Aeronautics 
Director Gary Ness, new airport manager Clinton Torp. 
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We're 
Taking 
Advertising! 
The Quarterly is now ac­
cepting advertising from 
its s ubscribers . Rates 
listed are for a minimum 
of 1 year (4 issues). Sorry, 
no classifieds! 
SIZE RATE 
1/8 page 
1/ 4 page 
1/ 2 page 
Full page 

$150.00 
$280.00 
$525.00 
$900.00 

Send your photo or 
scanned ready copy to: 

North Dakota 
Aviation Quarterly 
Advertising 
P.O. Box 5020 
Bismarck, NO 58502 
Make checks payable to: 
NDAC - Advertising 
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